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GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 


OF A 


Held at GROESBEEKE, October 1, 1794. 


By Order of His Royal Highneſs the DUKE of YORK, 


COMMANDER IN CHIEF, &c. &c. &c. 


MaJjo0R-GENERAL SIR ROBERT LAURIE, Barr. Preſident. 


MEMBERS. 
Colonels. | Captains. 
DeUMMOND, 1ſt Guards. Fe 44th. 
H. R. H. Prince WILLIAM, IG6GOT, 3d Guards. 


Lieutenant Colonels. STANBORþ 18 Guards. 

33 eee Tudauro 1ſt Guards. 
* CERJAT, 6th Dragoons. | 

Majors. Moxnkro, 42d. Y 

Sir Thomas CHAPMAN. | 

PRINCE, iſt Dragoon Guards. 


Major WYNYARD, Drury Jupct ADVOCATE. 


CHARGE. 


Th E Preſident, Members, and Deputy Judge Advocate being 
duly ſworn, proceeded to the Trial of 


The HoxnouraBLE LieEuTENanT WILLIAM COLYEAR, 
of the 1ſt (or King's) Regiment of Dragoon Guards, put in arreſt 
by Lieutenant- Colonel Perryn, of the 12th Infantry, and tried by 
order of his Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chief, for miſbe- 
haviour before the enemy, on the 15th of September, 1794. 


The Charge being read to the priſoner, Lieutenant Colyear, he 
pleaded, Not Guilty. 


/ © Re PRO- 


1 


PROSECUTION. 


EVIDENCE. 
Carrain ROBERTON, of the Royal Artillery, being duly 


ſworn, informs the Court, that, on the 15th September, one d 
the guns attached to the 12th regiment was taken by the enemy 
near St. Michael Giſkel; ſhortly after it was taken he applied 10 
Colonel Perryn for permiſſion to try to retake it; he aſked him in 
what manner he (the evidence) meant to make the attempt; he 
told him, he underſtood there was an officer and 30 dragoons at. 
tached to the regiment, and that with them perhaps he might be 
' ſucceſsful ; he gave his conſent to the evidence taking the party, 
and went to the officer, and told him the orders he had received 
from Lieutenant- Colonel Perryn, begging he would order his men 
to draw their ſwords, and follow him; he did ſo, and the 12th 
regiment opened to the right and left, and allowed the cavalry to 
paſs. After having advanced a little diſtance, he (the evidence] 
perceived ſome of the enemy's huſſars in the road, he turned round 
to the men of the party, and ſaid, There they are, they are but 
« few, and the devil's in it, if we cannot thraſh them ;” and im. 
mediately ſet off upon a gallop towards them, the officer and the 
dragoons following him. They advanced upon a gallop about 50 
or 60 yards, when ſomebody behind him called out, “ By God, 
«« there are too many of them ;** when the party turned round, and 
rode off; finding himſelf left with the Adjutant of the 12th regiment, 
who had joined the party in advancing, he ſoon found it requiſite 
to return alſo. He overtook the cavalry and ſaid, if they were de- 
termined to retire they had better walk, as their galloping might 
give ſuch ſpirits to the enemy that might be fatal to the regiment; 
that what he ſaid had no effect, and, except four, he never fay 
any of the party after. | | 

Dueſtion by Court. Was the officer who commanded the party 

one of the four men you ſaw after they retired ? 

Anſwer. No. d 

©. After the party of dragoons retired, had you any converla- 

tion with the officer who commanded them? 7 

A. No. | 

DO. by Curt. Is the officer (Lieutenant Colyear) now before the * 
Court, the officer who commanded that party? 55 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he is the ſame officer w f 

commanded the party that day. He never ſaw him before tha 
day, or ſince, that he remembers. 

O. Was Lieutenant Colyear in the rear of his party when they 
retired ? t 
A. Yes; he was. | | 
9. Was the officer in front of his party when they advanced 
4. Yes; he was. | | t 


2. Hi 


hi 


ye 


Ti 
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O. Had you any other converſation with the officer of the 
cavalry previous to their advancing, except conveying Lieutenant- 
Colonel Perrvn's orders? | 8 L 
A. None that he remembers. . 
Did you ſee or hear the officer make any exertions to rally 
* retiring ? | ( „fl 
No. 


Could he have made any attempt to rally his party without 
your ſeeing him ? | | | | 

A. He thinks not, before they had paſſed the 12th regiment. 

Were the whole of the thirty men which compoſed the 

party, with Lieutenant Colyear at the time he went with you to- 
wards the enemy ? 135 

A. He cannot tell. 

9, by. Priſoner. What was my ſituation at the time you re- 
queſted me to make the charge? | 

A. When he delivered him Lieutenant-Colonel Perryn's orders 
he was in the rear of the 12th regiment. | 

9. by Priſoner. Of what number of men do you ſuppoſe the 
detachment with me at that time conſiſted ? | | 

A. He cannot poſitively ſay, but he ſuppoſed the whole party. 


m- 9. Had you yourſelf reconnoitered the ſtrength and polition of 
the WT the enemy before you delired me to advance? 1 
50 A. By no means. 
od, 2, Were there any bye-roads, lanes, or woods near the road 
and in which your gun was taken? OE 

4. e. 


9, Do you recollect ſeeing any enemy, whether cavalry or in- 
fantry, in thoſe lanes or woods? | 
4. When the gun was taken, he ſaw ſeven or eight of 'the 
ons cavalry coming in tlie rear of the gun, anda few upon the 
right. | | 
9. What might have been the number of the enemy who took 
your gun ? 
A. "Thoſe that charged in the rear conſiſted of ſeven or eight 
dragoons, but the number upon the right he cannot ſpeak to. 
When your gun was taken, how far might you have been 
from the 12th regiment ? 
4. He cannot exactly tell the diſtance, for the 12th regiment was 
not in ſight. EY 8 
Q. by Priſoner. What interval of time do you ſuppoſe elapſed 
from the taking of your gun, to my receiving Lieutenant-Colonel 
Perryn's order to advance? | , e 
A. It might be an hour, but he cannot ſpeak poſitively. 
. Had this ſmall party of the enemy which you ſaw in front, 
the gun with them, which was taken from you? 
A. He did not fee any gun with the party. 
Do you conceive it poſſible for your gun to be retaken after 
that period had elapſed? | ad 
4. He conceives that impoſſible to aſcertain. 


A3 O. Wiek 


[6 1 
L. With what idea did you advance with the cavalry to take 3 


gun you neither ſaw, or could hope to ſee again, after its 
taken 1 fox enemy for ſo long a time ? 

4. He advanced with the cavalry in hope of retaking the gun, 
from a ſuppoſition the gun might be ſtill behind the party of the 
enemy, although he did not ſee it. 

0 ſay you deſired my party to retreat ſlowly ? 
„e | 7 
2. To whom did you addreſs yourſelf at the time you made the 
- requeſt ? | 

A. To the party in general. 

. Were you in the rear or front of the party, at the time you 
deſired them to go ſlow in their retreat? 

A. A little in the rear, rather on the flank. 

Could the men who were 1n the front of the party, as they 
retreated, have heard this requelt ? 
A. He cannot ſay. 


Q. by 4 naar To what do you attribute the inattention of 
the men to this requeit f 


_ Oy they might not have heard him, though he ſpoke 
yery loud. | | | 
Did the men, at the period of their retreat, appear at all 
contuſed, or irregular ? | 
A. No; he does not recollect they did, | 
Did you hear me give any order to the party to retreat, at, 
or after, the time the men exclaimed, ** They are too many for 
« us,” and turn about ? 
A. No. | | 
QD. Was it the fault of the officer commanding the party, that 
the men turned about ? | 
A. He ſhould ſuppoſe not. | 
Did the party retreat through the infantry in a walk, trot, 
or gallop ? 
| 5 . To the belt of his recollection they paſſed through the infan- 
try very quick, 


being 


EVIDENCE, 


LiEUTENANT and ApjuTanr MOORE being duly ſworn, 
informs the Court, that Lieutenant Colyear was attached to the 
1 2th regiment, with thirty dragoons, on the 1 5th September. On 
the retreat of the regiment from Michael Giſkel, the regiment 
formed upon a croſs road, and the dragoons in the rear. The re- 
giment fired two or three rounds upon the enemy, who retreated; 
after the firing ceaſed, Captain "xe requeſted Lieutenant 
Colyear, with his dragoons, to go with him, and charge the enc- 
my's parties, the regiment 2 in the centre, and the dragoons 
marched through, and then charged in a very high- ſpirited manner, 
for about fifty or ſixty yards; that, after the cavalry had paſſed ” 
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croſs roads, he (the evidence) followed them, and juſt as he had 
t up to their rear, ſome one in the ranks faid, They are too 
& many for us, they are coming out by fquadrons ;” upon which 
they wheeled ſuddenly, and he went with them in the wheel, upon 
which the party galloped off. "Phat Captain Roberton, who was 
in the rear, ſaid, © Dragoons, do not gallop in, you cannot con- 


« ceive the hurt you may do; beſides, you will make the enemy 
« ſuppoſe you are afraid of them.“ The party then paſſed through 
the Aae interval, in the centre of the regiment, which had been 
made to enable them to advance, and the regiment again began 
firing. 

9. by Court. Did you hear Lieutenant Colyear give his party 
any order to retreat ? 

A. No, not any. | 

5 Did he advance in front of his party? 
3 

I Did he (Lieutenant Colyear) endeavour to rally his party 
while they were galloping towards the 12th regiment ? 

A. He cannot ſay ; as he was himſelf in the rear. 

. Was Lieutenant Colyear in the rear of his party ? 
Yes. | | 
9. Curt. Did you ſee the enemy at the time Lieutenant 


* 


Colyear charged ? 


o. 
Did you ſee the enemy when you came up to the party? 
No; the party wheeled round juſt as he came up, and he 
wheeled with them. 5 
. Do you know how long Captain Roberton's gun had been. 
taken when the cavalry charged ? | 
A. About half an hour, 
Did the cavalry retreat through your regiment upon a gal- 
lop or a walk? : 
4. Upon a gallop. 


©. Did this happen in an open or incloſed road? 

4. An incloſed road. 

Do you not imagine that if there had been an enemy near 
the cavalry you muſt have ſeen them? 

A. Being very near ſighted, and in the rear of the party, he 
cannot * | | 
Q. by Priſoner, Where were you when my party advanced 
to the charge, and of what number of men do you ſuppole it to 
have conſiſted? | 

A. On the right of the front of the centre right company ; and 
he thinks the party conſiſted of about ſixteen or twenty dragoons. . 

DS. by Priſoner. Do you know if any of my party were detached 
as patroles, videts, &c. ? | | | | 

A. There were two patroles ſent out, but whether they had 
returned he does not know. 
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2. Priſoner. ' Being in front. of my party when advancing 


do you think it was in my power to prevent th 
from turning about: 85 | 1 ee 
A. No: he does not think it was. 
PROSECUTION CLOSED. 


At two o'clock the Court adjourned till eleven to-morrow. 


October 


ober 


* 
October 2d. e,; 


THE Court met, purſuant to adjournment, and proceeded to 
buſineſs. | 


DEFENCE. 


Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 


I now ſtand before you to anſwer the heavieſt, and moſt humi- 
liating charges, which notice“ or detraction can exhibit agaiuit 
the honour and reputation of a ſoldier, or a man; viz. Cowardice 
and Miſbehaviour before the Enemy, for ſuch are the preciſe 
words of a letter, written with every appearance of official accu- 
racy, which I received from the Adjutant General on the 18th 
September, informing me, that for the above-mentioned charges, 
preferred againſt me by Lieutenant-Colonel Perryn, I was in ar- 
reſt by order of his Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chief. How 
far I am guilty of the above charges, your 915 ge will be able 
to determine, when you have weighed the evidence which I intend 
to lay before you, in oppoſition to that which has been produced 
againſt me ; and whatever may be the reſult of this compariſon, I 
ſhall, with every poſſible ſatisfaction and deference, ſubmit to it; 
convinced that the honour and reputation of a ſoldier can never be 
more ſecure, than when referred to the deciſions of thoſe ſo juſtly 
anxious for the credit and glory of the profeſſion they belong to. 
I molt ſincerely acquit my proſecutor of every idea of perſonal en- 
mity, as a ſentiment impoſſible for one gentleman to entertain 
againſt another, who, I believe, he never ſaw, before he had the 
misfortune of being under his command. I can make every allow- 
ance for the mortification which he muſt naturally feel for the ne- 
ceſſity of a precipitate, and poſſibly not very regular, retreat; and 
I am perſuaded his candour will allow, that through the whole ope- 
ration of that unfortunate day, I frequently applied to him for in- 
ſtructions, without being honoured with any poſitive or 3 
directions. That he ſhould not have had the trouble of applying 
for this Court Martial, my letter to the Adjutant General * the 
18th September, (and which I deſire, for his fatisfaction, as well 
as for the information of the Court, may be publicly read to it) will, 
J truſt, convince him; had I entertained the leaſt ſhadow of a 
reaſon to ſuppoſe my conduct could have become the ſubject of 
public inveſtigation, or have given room for the indulgence of pri- 
vate malice and inſinuation. That he had time to anticipate my 
wiſhes, was only owing to my ignorance: of my fituation, and that 
conſciouſneſs which now affords me every ſatisfaction of havin 


diſcharged my duty to the beſt of my judgement and ability, 


* $0 in the original, 
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Before I call upon any evidence in refutation of the heavy charges 
roduced, but, fb; not proved againſt me, 1 ſhall beg leave, 
8 to treſpaſs a fe moments upon your time, in makin 
a few obſervations, poſſibly not irrelevant to the ſubject of your 
preſent inveſtigation. In the firſt place, Gentlemen, I beg leave 
to obſerve, that my proſecutor Lieutenant-Colonel Perryn having 
retreated with the regiment under his command, could not poſſibly 
from his own knowledge, know either the numbers or ſituation of 
the enemy I was called 1 70 to attack; and I truſt your candour 
will do me the juſtice to ſuppoſe, that I mean no malicious inſinu— 
ations, or illiberal recrimination, when I ſuggeſt the abſurdity of 
ſo very ſmall a detachment, as that which I had then the honour to 
command, oppoſing thoſe numbers which had obliged a ſtrong and 
allant regiment ſv precipitately to retire, as not to have even the 
uſual pickets for the ſupport of the guns attached to it. That this 
retreat was nor conducted in the molt maſterly, or military manner, 
the late trials which have n been the reſult of it, can 
leave the world no room to doubt, and have rendered all farther ex- 
planation upon this ſubject uſeleſs. | 
The firſt evidence produced againſt me, was Captain Roberton, 
of the Royal artillery; this officer, to whom many allowances 


ſhould be made for that concern which he muſt naturally have ſuf. 


fered for the loſs of the gun under his command, has informed the 
Court, that after an hour's prudent conſideration, during whichtime 
his unfortunate gun was in poſſeſſion of the enemy, and moſt probably 
carried off -by them to a diltance, which muſt have rendered all at- 
tempts to re-take it as ridiculous as impracticable, he gallantly ap- 

plied to my proſecutor Lieutenant-Colonel Perryn, for leave to ad- 
vance with the dragoons under my command, (ſomewhat leſs than 20 
in number) to re- take it. This evidence has likewiſe acknowledged 
to the Court, that when his gun was taken from him by the enemy, 
he was attacked by them on his flanks and rear, and that he was ob- 
liged himſelf to run away, without being able to aſcertain exact) 
either the numbers of the enemy, by which he was attacked, or the 
numbers which might be concealed (and which were afterwards 
ſeen) in the different roads which lead to, and in the fields conti- 
gauous to the road in which his gun was taken. This evidence has 

alſo farther informed the Court, that when he applied to me to ad- 
vance with the cavalry, I did ſo immediately, without aſking whe- 
ther he had any orders from Lieutenant-Colonel Perryn to juſtiff 
my doing ſo ; that I was at the head of the cavalry while it conti- 
nued to advance; that I gave no orders for it to retreat; and that 
when it did retreat, I only followed it. The third and laſt ev: 
_ dence produced againſt me, was Lieutenant and Adjutant Moore 
of the 12th regiment of infantry : this Officer has depoſed that he 
ſaw me advance with the cavalry in a ſpirited manner; that he fol- 
lowed the cavalry at ſome diſtance, and that when the cavalij 
wheeled about, his horſe did fo too, and carried him back to hit 
regiment; that he never ſaw the enemy in the front, being all the 


time about thirty ards an the reat of the cavalry ; and that he - 
, | no 


, 
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not ſee any on the ſides of the road, as he labours under the mis- 
fortune of being very near-ſighted. He has farther informed the 
Court, that I advanced at the head of the cavalry, and that I re- 
treated in the rear of 1t. | 1 


LETTER. R 
(Cover.) Camp near Grave, 
W, 18th Sept. 1794. 

cc SIR, 3 | 

« Having juſt heard that my conduct on the morning of the 15th 
inſtant, when I was ſent with a detachment of the King's dragoon 
guards, under the command of Licutenant-Colonel Perryn, has 
been repreſented to his Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chief 
as having acted in a manner equally injurious to my own honour, 
as well as to that of the regiment I belong to, I moſt earneſtly re- 
queſt that you, Sir, will be ſo good as to apply for me to his Royal 
Highneſs, that I may have a Court Martial granted me, before 
which, I am confident that I ſhall be able to juſtify both my own 
honour, and that of the regiment, a detachment of which was at 
that time under my command. 


- 


I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, and 


very humble ſervant,” 


Colonel CRAIG, Adjutant General, being called upon, and 
duly ſworn, informs the Court, That before the order went to put 
Lieutenant Colyear in atreſt, he received a letter from that Officer, 
and to the beſt of his belief, the copy produced before the Court is 
word for word with the one he read, which, in the hurry of bu- 
ſineſs, has been miſlaid.  _. 

The Priſoner Lieutenant COLYEAR having called upon Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel PERRYN, who was duly ſworn. | 

Dueftion by Priſoner. Do you know what number of men com- 
3 67 the detachment of cavalry under my command, 15th Septem- 

er | 
A. He was informed by Lieutenant-General Abercrombie, that 
he E to have an Officer and thirty dragoous attached to his com- 
mand. 

L. by Priſoner. Were not ſeveral men detached by your order 
from this party, as patroles, videts, &c. ? - 

A. He had ordered patroles to be ſent out, but whether 
there were any out at the time the cavalry charged, he does not 


know, | 
| NV. Was 
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2. Was it not by your order that a DIO and ten men were 
ſent on a patrole to the left of the village of St. Michael Giſke] ? 
A. There was a patrole ſent out by his order, and he ſuppoſed 


it conſiſted of a ſerjeant and ten men. 


Q. What might have been your ſituation at the time this patrole 
came back ? 26, 


A. When the patrole returned, he does not recolle& the ſitua- 
tion he was in. | 

. Were the pickets of the 12th regiment ordered to fall back 
upon the regiment, before or after the ſerjeant returned with the 
report which I delivered to you ? 

A. When he ordered the pickets to fall back upon the regiment, 
he cannot ſay politively whether the © dig had returned or not. 
2. Was it not in conſequence of the reports you received of 
the enemy's being in great force, that you ordered the 12th regi- 
ment to retreat on the 15th September: 

A. Certainly. 


Q. by Priſoner. Was it by your order I went forward to charge 
the enemy? | 

A. It was with his permiſſion that Captain Roberton applied to 

Lieutenant Colyear to endeavour to re-take the gun, which Cap- 
tain Roberton had an idea was practicable. 

Had Captain Roberton ſtated to you the time that his gun 
had been loſt, when he applied to you for my aſſiſtance to re-take 
it ? 

A. Not that he recolleas. 

J. Had you any reaſon to ſuppoſe the enemy leſs in number, 
when I was ordered to advance, than when you retreated with the 
12th regiment ; or had you any report on the ſubject ? 

A. From Captain Roberton's ſtatement to him, he ſuppoſed it 

' praQticable to re-take the gun, otherwiſe he ſhould not have given 
his conſent to his taking the cavalry ; and as to any official report 

of the enemy's numbers having decreaſed, he does not recollect re- 
ceiving any, except Captain Roberton might ſay, „there are not 
many of them.“ 


2. Did you ſee me, or any of my party, at the time we ad- 
vanced to the charge ? \ 


Yes. h 
Was I in front or rear of my party ? 
In front. | | 


Did you ſee me, or my party, in the retreat? 

Yes. | . 

Was I in front or rear of my party ? 

He does not recollect. | 

. by Priſoner. - You mention to the Court, that there was ſome 

degree of confuſion in a part of the 12th regiment ; was it previous 
or ſubſequent to my advancing with the cavalry detachment under 

my command? . 


A. It was previous to the advancing of the cavalry detach- 


ment, 
2. 
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. by the Court. After the cavalry retreated, and the 12th regi- 
ment fired the two rounds, what number of the enemy appeared to 
cauſe their firing ? | 

4. He does not know; but the country round him was a good 
deal incloſed, and therefore could not aſcertain their numbers. 
Did you ſee Lieutenant Colyear after the cavalry retired 


through the regiment ? 5 
4. He does not recollect. W 
Did che cavalry form after they paſſed your regiment? 
8 Upon their retreat through the regiment they rode away. 
9, From the beſt information you could collect of the ſtrength 
of the enemy, do you think it would have been prudent for the de- 
tachment of cavalry to have advanced any farther ? 


A. He cannot ſay. 


WITNESS. 


derjeant JAMES BUCK LOW, of the iſt, or King's regiment 
e of dragoon guards, being called upon by the Priſoner, and duly 


ſworn. | 
to 9. by Priſoner. Was you with me when I was ordered to charge 
p- the enemy on the 15th September? | | 
4. Nes. | 
in 9, Do you recollect what number of men went with me to the 
Ke charge ? 


4. To the beſt of his recollection there was ten or twelve. 
S Was I in front or rear of my men when advancing ? 
. In front. | | | | 
9. As we advanced, did you obſerve any croſs lane or wood 
near the road in which our charge was to be made? | 
4. He obſerved a wood upon the right. : 
Did you ſee any enemy, whether infantry or cavalry, in 
thoſe woods ? | 
4. He ſaw cavalry, which appeared to him to be in great force 
in the woods, 
Did you, when advancing, hear any remark made by ſome 
of my 2% that the enemy was too much for them ? 
n 
. Do you not think, that in conſequence of this remark, the 
men turned about without any order from me ? 
4. Tes. ä 
5. * you receive any order from me to retreat? 
3 


2. During the retreat, do you know whether I was in front or 
rear of my men ? 


4. He was not in the front, but he cannot ſay in what place he 
Was. 
2. Did you hear any order given by me to the men, aſter they 
15 * the infantry, to halt : | 
0 ES. f | ; 


©. Did 
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2. Did you not receive an order from me to endeavour to to 
the men? | f 
e « 

. Were you able to execute this order? 

A. He was not. | 

Was it from confuſion, or from the firing of the infantry 

that prevented it ? | | 

A. He was unable to execute the order, from his ſaddle turn. 
ing, which was occaſioned by his girth breaking. 

E, Did I not paſs you, and aſk you why you did not halt the 
men! 

A. Yes, he did. 

©, by Court, How far was you in front of the 12th regiment 
when the cavalry retreated, after having made the charge ? 

A. To the beſt of his recolle&ion and belief, about hity yards, 

2: Was there any of your party killed or wounded? | 

Na: | 
How far had you rode beyond the 12th regiment towards 

the rear, when Licui-nant Colyear rode paſt you, and aſked © why 
cc you, did not halt the nnen?“ 

A. To the beſt of his recollection and belief, it might be forty 
yards, when Lieutenant Colyear aſked the queſtion. 


WITNESS. 


JAMES SHARPE, Corporal in the iſt, or King's dragoon 
guards, being Es Opn by the Prifoner, and duly ſworn. 
D. by Priſoner. ere you with me when 1 advanced to the 
charge 8 the 1 5th September? | 
Ns x 1 
What number of men was with me at that time? 

To the beſt of his recollection about a dozen. | 

* you fee any enemy in your front, or on your flanks ? 
es. | 

Were they in force? 

They appeared in great numbers. 

ge you receive any order from me to retreat? 

IVO. b a | 

Did you hear any remark made by the men, that the enemy 

was too much for them ? 

A. He heard ſome of the men ſay, that they might as well-run 
their heads into the fire, which was ſaid upon ſeeing the enemy 
open to right and left to let the party through. 

9 Did you hear me wc gp men A halt, after we paſſed 
through the infantry? \ | 

. 

©. Did you hear any order given to Serjeant Bucklow by me 

to do the fame thing ? | 
A, Yes. 
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JE TE REDS 
Zy Priſoner. Was it from any confuſion, or from the firin 

Fe infantry, that you ſuppoſe the men could not be rallied ? 
J. He thinks it was owing to the firing of the infantry that 
the men were unable to op their horles. 

DN. by Court. How far had you rode beyond the 12th regiment 
fowards the rear, when Lieutenant Colyear rode paſt Serjeant 
Bucklow, and aſked him why he did not halt the men ? 

A. It might be about forty or fifty yards, as near as he can 

els, | 


WITNESS. 


CoLoxneL VYSE being called upon by Lietenant Colyear, as 
Commanding Officer of the King's Dragoon Guards, and who, 
being duly ſworn, informs the Court, that he has known Lieute- 
nant Colyear ever ſince he has been in the regiment, and has ever 
eſteemed him a man of intrepidity and ſtrict honor; and he ſhould 
think himſelf guilty of injuſtice to his merit, if he did not inform 
the Court, that it was at Lieutenant Colyear's own moſt urgent 
and particular requeſt, to him, that he came out moon ſervice with 
his regiment, it not being his regular turn of duty foto do; he like- 
wiſe thinks it his duty to inform the Court, that on the 26th of laſt 
April, at the affair of Cateau, he, Lieutenant Colyear, twice when 
ſeparated from his regiment, made his way through a column of 
French infantry. | 


OPINTON. 
The COURT having maturely conſidered the evidence on the 


part of the proſecution, together with what the Priſoner, Lieutenant 
Colyear, had to offer in his defence, are of opinion, he is NOT 
GUILTY of the charge exhibited againſt him, and do therefore 
HONOURABLY ACQUIIT him. 


ROBERT LAWRIE, 
Major General and Preſident, 
Approved, 
FREDERICK, General, 
Commander in Chief. 
A true Copy, 
J. A. OLDHAM, 
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